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drawn from rare sources. In the opinion of the reviewer, some of 
the narrative of political developments is intricate and dragging, 
though perhaps that is inevitable in such a work. On the other 
hand, the author displays skill of a very high order in making real 
the persons he describes. The account of the working of the Eng- 
lish government at the beginning of the eighteenth century is less 
good than what has to do with political relations; but the student 
of the history of government will find a great deal of interest in what 
is given about parliamentary management and especially about the 
methods employed in parliamentary elections. The account of the 
prime minister, of the cabinet, and of the ministry contains much of 
value and importance, though here the author has not ventured to do 
very much with the extreme difficulties which beset the subject, diffi- 
culties which would require a separate study. The writing, while 
marked by no particular distinction, is for the most part clear and 
pleasant. There are very few minor inaccuracies; and the appear- 
ance and technique of the volume do much honor to the Yale Press 
and to Professor Andrews, the distinguished editor of the series. 

Raymond Turner. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Political Thought in England from Locke to Bentham. By 
Harold J. Laski. New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1920. 
— 323 pp. 

This volume is a brief survey of the development of English 
political thought in the century from Locke to Burke. It comprises 
an estimate of Locke, a chapter on church and state in the nineteenth 
century, and one on the " era of stagnation ", an analysis of Hume 
and Blackstone, a critique of Burke, and in conclusion an estimate 
and appraisal of Adam Smith. The central features are Locke, 
Burke and Smith, in their respective relations to the Revolution of 
1688, the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution. 

The discussion of Locke has been comprehensively carried through 
by many other historians and leaves little scope for Mr. Laski in view 
of the compact form of treatment he has adopted. He concludes 
that there was little original in the doctrines of the apologist for the 
Revolution, but characterizes him as the first of the English writers 
whose theory was purely secular. He rightly declares that Locke 
struggled to place sovereignty elsewhere than in the formal govern- 
ment in order to preserve intact his theory of the right of revolu- 
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tion, but his seeming intimation (page 63) that Locke was the father 
of the doctrine of the separation and balance of governmental 
powers is scarcely tenable. Locke's right of revolution and his 
" fundamental limitations " on the " Legislative " were his safe- 
guards of liberty, while the mechanical contrivance of checks and 
balances came from Montesquieu. 

Of interest to American students is Laski's characterization of 
Blackstone, of whom he has no higher opinion than did Jeremy Ben- 
tham in his day. Blackstone, says Laski, produced " the defence of 
a non-existent system which acted as a barrier to all legal and much 
political progress in the next half -century ". 

Over Burke, the great orator and rhetorician, Mr. Laski seems to 
mourn, even while he chastises him. Burke's very defects, he finds, 
are lessons in themselves. He was grandly wrong, no matter how 
hopelessly mistaken. Laski must in the end classify him as a states- 
man and partisan rather than as a systematic philosopher. A com- 
parison between the ideas of Burke and Thomas Paine would have 
been interesting, in view of the famous controversy between them. 

A brief but suggestive analysis of Adam Smith concludes the 
volume. To Smith he attributes, as is usual, the foundation of the 
classical school of political economy, but by a more dubious intei 
pretation he attributes to him the foundation of the modern prole- 
tarian movement as well. This surprising conclusion he reaches by 
imputing to him the theory, with its modern implications and appli- 
cations, that labor is the source of all value. 

On the whole, this volume is a compact and useful statement of 
the characteristic political theories of England during a significant 
century of development. One may differ on particular points of 
emphasis and interpretation without detracting from the general 
estimate of the product as a whole. 

Charles Edward Merriam. 

Thk University of Chicago. 

Venizelos. By Herbert Adams Gibbons. Boston, Hough- 
ton, Mifflin Company, 1920. — xi, 376 pp. 

Mr. Gibbons's volume is the first in a projected series of biog- 
raphies of " great modern statesmen who have played leading roles 
on the diplomatic stage during and after the Great War". Lives 
of Clemenceau (by Morton Fullerton) and Woodrow Wilson (by 
William Allen White) are announced as " in preparation ". It is 



